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A City employee uses pumps to lower the water level near a home in the Lisgar area of Mississauga this past weekend. Seven homes 
reported flooding, as inclement weather and melting snow caused flooding at several sites in the area, including the Lisgar Meadow- 
brooke Trail and Ninth Line near the Osprey March outlet. (Photo Courtesy of Office of Ward 10) 


Heavier-than-expected precipitation 
and melting snowbanks caused flooding 
in the Lisgar area this past weekend, as 
several homes in the Sixteen Mile Creek 
area quickly discovered. 

The flooding, which was reported by 
several residents on Jan. 12, led to City of 
Mississauga employees deploying 11 
pumps throughout several sites within 
the area, including Ninth Line at the Os- 
prey March outlet, Black Walnut Trail and 
the Lisgar Meadowbrook Trail near the 
bridge at Osprey Boulevard, in order to 
lower the water level. 

At least twenty-nine homes were 
flooded due to the inclement weather, 
while the City invoked its High Water 


Protocol (HWP) to move water out of col- 
lector sewers. The water level had less- 
ened by Sunday morning. 

“T spoke with a handful of residents 
about their experience and the devasta- 
tion last night's storm has caused - not 
only the physical damage, but also the 
mental toll this takes on all of us,” David 
Raakman, the executive assistant to Ward 
10 councillor Sue McFadden, said 
Wednesday afternoon. The flood is one of 
several that have hit the area over the last 
decade, including last summer. 

“Just when we thought we had a solu- 
tion, along comes another storm with an- 
other flood and it all seems like were back 
at ground zero.” 
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According to Raakman, in a statement 
sent Wednesday afternoon to residents in 
the area, a meeting has been set up to dis- 
cuss the issue with city staff and find 
short- and long-term solutions to the 
flooding problem. 

“The more information we have about 
affected locations, the better the broader 
analysis will be in trying to determine 
why some homes are affected while oth- 
ers are not,” said Raakman. 

Hundreds of homes in the Inglewood 
area of Caledon saw their power knocked 
out over the weekend due to the weather, 
which also caused flooding. 

Look inside this week’s issue for addi- 
tional coverage. 
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JOIN US FOR OUR TOWN HALL 


January 17, 2020, 6 to 8 p.m. 
Fletcher's Meadow Secondary School 
10750 Chinguacousy Road, Brampton 
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RSVP BY JAN. 14! PLEASE CONFIRM YOUR ATTENDANCE BY 
EMAILING COMMUNICATIONS@PEELSB.COM 
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Brampton lawyer nabbed after 
defrauding clients 


A Brampton lawyer is on 
the hook after being 
charged with defrauding 
his own clients. 

Peel Police’s Fraud Bu- 
reau revealed Wednesday 
that an investigation was 
launched against the 
lawyer, 63 year-old Shawn 
Kelly Campbell, of George- 
town, after complaints 
were received by the Law 
Society of Ontario by 
clients who had been de- 
frauded. 

The clients, who werent 
related, reported that they 
had been defrauded by 


Campbell, who was with- 
holding funds that had 
been placed in trust ac- 
counts and were to be dis- 
persed to them via estate 
wills after their loved ones 
had died. 

Campbell, who was ar- 
rested on Saturday, was 
charged with one count of 
defrauding the public. He 
appeared in Brampton 
court for a bail hearing 
later that day. 

In a statement Tuesday, 
Peel Police said that their 
may be additional victims, 
and that Campbell oper- 


ated a law office in Bramp- 
ton and specialized in real 
estate, wills, estate and 
family law. 

“In many Fraud related 
cases, people in vulnerable 
situations are coerced, ma- 
nipulated and taken advan- 
tage of for the profit of the 
fraudster,” the force wrote 
in a statement. 

Any residents with infor- 
mation pertaining to 
Campbell or the case are 
asked to call Peel Police’s 
Fraud Bureau at (905) 


453-2121, ext. 3335. 
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the Lloyd Wilson Memo- 
rial Arena in Inglewood 
and the nearby area was 
flooded this weekend, as 
inclement weather and 
high winds knocked out 
power to hundreds of 
homes in the community. 

The stark photos, re- 
vealed by local resident 
David Fibingir on social 
media on Sunday, show 


the perspective from near 
his residence, as well asa 
Photograph from last 
March, which showed 
similar flooding near the 
arena. 

“Should have completed 
some preventative main- 
tenance,“ Raakman 
wrote. “Nothing changes 
from 2019.” 

According to a notice 
posted by Hydro One, the 


power outages were 
caused by a tree that had 
fallen on a hydro pole in 
the area, which affected 
more than 800 residents 
living near Highway 9, 
stretching up to Olde 
Base Line Road. 

Stay tuned to Peel 
Weekly News for further 
updates regarding in- 
clement weather and 
flooding alerts. 


Robots set to issue Visas, internal Federal report reveals 


by Surjit Singh Flora 


The issuance of visas for 
Canada will now be in the 
hands of most artificial intel- 
ligence rather than immigra- 
tion officials, an internal 
report has revealed. 

Tens of thousands of 
prospective migrant workers 
and international students 
from China and India have 
had their fate determined by 
Canadian computers making 
decisions with artificial intel- 
ligence. 

Although immigration offi- 
cials recognize that the public 
is concerned about replacing 
human Visa officers with ro- 
botic algorithms, the Liberal 
government plans to signifi- 
cantly expand “automated de- 
cision making” in April, 
according to the internal re- 
port obtained last week. 
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“There is a great deal of 
public concern about fairness 
and data protection in rela- 
tion to big data and artificial 
intelligence,” says the Immi- 
gration Service’s 2019 report, 
which was created as part of 
access to information re- 
quests. 

Nevertheless, Ottawa plans 
to expand the automated ap- 
proval system far beyond the 
pilot programs that went into 
operation in 2018 to process 
applicants from India and 
China. 

The decision is being criti- 
cized in various aspects, with 
Visa holders also considering 
the risk of securing visas and 
privacy in their visa. 

Immigration attorney 
Richard Kurland, of Vancou- 
ver, says Ottawa’s extensive 


plan to “process a large num- 
ber of Visas quickly and 
cheaply” raises the question 
of whether an automated 
“Big Brother” system can be 
tested. 

At a time when Canada is 
allowing more guest workers 
and foreign students than 
ever before, immigration 
lawyers have also expressed 
concern about the lack of 
transparency when machines 
make life-changing decisions 
about many of the more than 
200,000 Visas that Canada 
issues each year. 

The internal report reveals 
the departments’ reserva- 


tions about a more extensive 
switch to an automated sys- 
tem - particularly whether 
high-risk applicants who mis- 
represent their banking, pro- 


fessional, marriage, educa- 
tional, or travel history could 
“play” machines. 

“A system that approves ap- 
plications without adequate 
review would increase the 
risk to Canadians, and it is 
understandable that Canadi- 
ans are more concerned 
about mistakenly approving 
risk takers than mistakenly 
rejecting real candidates,” he 
said the document. 

The 25-page report also 
shows how the fact that ro- 
bots are used for humans af- 
fects thousands of Visa 
officials. The new system 
“will fundamentally change 
the daily work of decision- 
makers.” 

Immigration officials did 
not answer requests from 
media outlets about the auto- 


Va 


mated visa program. 

The high-ranking immigra- 
tion officials who wrote the 
internal report repeatedly 
warned the department em- 
ployees that Canadians will 
become suspicious of the in- 
creasingly automated visa 
system. 

“Tt is important for public 
trust to keep people up to 
date,” the report states. While 
human decision-making may 
not be superior to algorithmic 
systems, the report shows 
that “human loop systems 
currently represent a form of 
transparency and personal 
accountability that is more 
familiar to the public than au- 
tomated processes.” 

“When a customer chal- 
lenges a decision that was 
made in whole or in part by 


g 


<4 


an automated system, a 
human employee reviews the 
application. However, the 
(department) should proac- 
tively offer customers the op- 
portunity to have a human 
officer review them at the be- 
ginning of the application 
process and to decide on their 
case,“ the report also states. 

In an interview earlier this 
week, B.C.-based immigra- 
tion lawyer George Lee said 
he thinks that people will get 
used to the idea that ma- 
chines make vital decisions 
about human life, including 
people’s dreams of migrating 
to a new country. 

“T think the use of robots 
will become more acceptable 
later,” he said. “Until the ro- 
bots screw up.” 
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Every generation has a chance to change the world. 


Check out this hands-on, family-friendly exhibit and find out how you 
can make a difference. 


Free general admission until Jan 19, 2020 at PAMA, sponsored by the 
Friends of Sikh Studies. 
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Housing update posts "middling results" of 632 
affordable units 


by Catherine Soplet 

In 2017, when Missis- 
sauga launched its "Mak- 
ing Room for the Middle: 
Housing Strategy for Mis- 
sissauga", it set out four 
goals to guide 40 actions 
aimed to ensure middle- 
class households could re- 
main housed in the city. 

"We have moved the nee- 
dle," said Mississauga 
Mayor Bonnie Crombie. 

In total, 632 new afford- 
able units came online in 
the third year of the 2017- 
2019 Housing Strategy, ina 
report presented by the 
Planning Department 
Wednesday at their bi- 
weekly general committee 
meeting. 

In developing “Making 
Room for the Middle”, 
Ward 5 Councillor Carolyn 
Parrish has championed a 
negotiation standard in 
new residential develop- 
ments that 5-10 per cent 
units be designated as af- 
fordable. 

"In recent years, there 


has been a shift in the de- 
velopment community," 
said Parrish, noting new 
applications for purpose- 
built rentals. 

"We are charting new 
territory," said Andrew 
Whittemore, Mississauga's 
Commissioner for Planning 
and Building. 

Whittemore said that 
Mississauga's focus to ex- 
pand affordable housing 
supply is unique in Canada 
for two complex reasons. 

First, as a lower tier mu- 
nicipality, Mississauga can- 
not assume jurisdictional 
responsibilities for re- 
gional low-income housing 
or pay tenant subsidy for 
market rents. 

Second, Mississauga 
seeks to improve housing 
options for middle-income 
families who could pay 
market prices but have dif- 
ficulty finding units that 
suit their needs. 

Families earning be- 
tween $55,000 - $100,000 


are not eligible for regional 
affordable housing sup- 
ports. 

Housing is considered 
affordable when it costs 30 
per cent or less of annual 
gross household income. In 
2017, that translated into 
monthly rents of $1,200 or 
home ownership capping a 
purchase of $412,000 re- 
stricting choice to smaller 
condo apartments or per- 
haps townhouse units. 

The ’Making Room for 
the Middle’ housing strat- 
egy was conceived "in a 
perfect storm," said Whit- 
taker. In 2017, as Missis- 
sauga resolved to increase 
its stock of purpose-built 
rental housing, both the 
provincial and federal gov- 


ernments reinvigorated 
commitments to invest in 
housing. 


Subsequent to 2018 On- 
tario and 2019 federal elec- 
tions, housing policy has 
diverged. While the federal 
government legislated the 


National Housing Strategy 
in Apr. 2019, the Ontario 
government took an in- 
verse stance by introducing 
Bill 108: More Housing, 
More Choice. 

Among other changes, 
Bill 108 curtailed munici- 
pal ability to collect devel- 
opment charges for soft 
and hard infrastructure, 
and limited Inclusionary 
Zoning tool to increase af- 
fordable housing to build- 
ings erected at transit 
nodes. 

In setting next steps for 
the 2020-2022 Housing 
Strategy, Ward 6 Council- 
lor Ron Starr sounded the 
alarm. 

"We are slipping in to the 
abyss... it is time to do 
something. We are able to 
work with developers - but 
we do not have the author- 
ity to get the money to 
manage the targets." 

Staff will report back to 
Council on revenue tools 
such as a vacancy tax anda 


suggested 0.5 per cent levy 
on property tax. Also in the 
works are new financing 
products for mortgage-like 
holdbacks so that surplus 
value aggregated in afford- 
able units can be leveraged 
to finance future develop- 
ment. 

Advocacy will also con- 
tinue for Mississauga to ac- 
cess the Land Transfer Tax 
tool currently only avail- 
able to City of Toronto. 

Mississauga CAO Janice 
Baker said, "if we had the 
same offer as Toronto over 
the last five-to-six years, 
we would have collected 
$75 million in revenue." 

Other options to comple- 
ment the Housing Strategy 
are to encourage more sec- 
ondary units with grant 
and loans programs. In the 
past four years, approxi- 
mately 1,000 such units 
have come onto the market 
in Mississauga. 


Provincial Catholic teachers Brampton man arrested 
after shooting 


set to strike next week 


As rotating strikes 
continue to affect local 
school boards in Peel 
and beyond, Ontario's 
English Catholic sys- 
tem's teachers have 
announced a one-day 
strike on Jan. 21. 

The president of the 
Ontario English 
Catholic Teachers As- 
sociation (AECTA) said 
this week this will be 
the first time in the 
past 20 years that the 
OCTA has fully with- 
drawn its. services, 
after talks with the 
province broke down 


On the same day, Ed- 
ucation 
Stephen Lecce, he said 
he was “disappointed” 
with 
union's focus on con- 
tinued growth. He said 
in the statement that 
after a five-hour Work 
to Rule campaign, the 
OCTA decided to hold 
a day strike in the 
province which would 
have a negative impact 
on our students. 


evening, the Dufferin- 
Peel Catholic Services 
School Board did not 


Minister 


the  teachers' 


made 


of Wednesday 


last week. have any updates asto ment 
The strike includes. direction regarding week. 

not participating in strike action next 

standardized testing, week. 

writing report cards, Meanwhile, public 


and not being involved 
in Ministry of Educa- 
tion initiatives. It will 
also have an impact on 
elementary and high 


school wages. strikes from next 
AECTA president Liz week onwards, while are 
Stewart said Monday public high school exams. 


that the government's 
negotiating team had 
made it clear that it 
could not reach an 
agreement that did not 
include significant and 
permanent cuts. 


elementary teachers 
have intensified their 
Work to Rule cam- 
paign and are plan- 
ning to hold a series of 


teachers are planning 
a series of strikes from 
Wednesday. Lecce is 
urging other teachers' 
unions not to do so. 
The Ontario Second- 
ary School Teachers' 


with 


Federation 
also announced one- 
day strikes in some 
Ontario school boards 
next Tuesday, Jan. 21,, 
unless 
in provincial 
bargaining. 

In a statement, the 
Peel District School 
Board said it will not 
be impacted by the po- 
tential strike. 

“Peel board staff are 
reviewing this infor- 
mation for impacts on 
students and will con- 
tinue to monitor,” the 
board wrote in a state- 
earlier 


Lecce said that par- 
ents are frustrated by 
teacher union escala- 
tion every few years, 
and that it is unac- 
ceptable that OSSTF 
would ramp up strike 
action at a time when 
high school students 
preparing for 


“I will continue to 
focus on reaching vol- 
untary 
the 
unions, so Ontario stu- 
dents stay in class 
where they belong." 


(OSSTF) 


progress is 


this 


agreements 
teachers' 


A Brampton resident is under 
arrest in connection with a 
shooting that occurred near the 
city’s courthouse late last week. 

Peel Police’s Criminal Investi- 
gation responded to the County 
Court Boulevard and Blooming- 
dale Drive area around 2:25 
a.m. on Jan. 10 after receiving 
reports of shots fired. 

Upon reaching the scene, offi- 
cers located several shell cas- 
ings and a damaged vehicle 
near a residential property. Ac- 
cording to police, the vehicle 
had been damaged to gunfire. 

No injuries were reported in 
the incident, while the suspect, 
30 year-old Jehroomien Rajen- 


dram, fled from the scene be- 
fore police arrived. 

Rajendram was arrested on 
Tuesday and charged a number 
of offences, including unautho- 
rized possession of a firearm, 
mischief over $5,000, failing to 
comply with recognizance and 
recklessly 
firearm. 

He appeared in Brampton 
court, located near the scene of 
the crime, on Tuesday for a bail 
hearing. 

Residents with additional in- 
formation regarding the case 
are asked to call 22 Division at 
(905) 453-2121, ext. 2233. 
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Is criticism “dishonest and weak”, or is it the antidote? 


Surjit Singh 
Flora 


Criticism makes 
many people angry and 
upset these days, it 
seems. 

The ego is part of the 
human condition. You 
have it, just like every- 
body else. When any- 
one picks at it, the ego 
becomes inflamed. 

This is truer for some 
people than others. It's 
natural. It takes a long 
time to find out who 
you are. It is up to no 
one else. 

People with a weak or 
rigid sense of identity 
are easily bothered. 
People trying to "find 
themselves" would be 
angered by criticism. 
To them, a lot of criti- 
cism is an invasion of 
spiritual privacy and 
assumption of superi- 
ority, when people 


stick their neck out and 
assume their approval 
is sO necessary. 

In our lives, we are 
faced with thousands 
of people who criticize 
us for being the basis 
of something. 

Clearly, no one likes 
to listen to their criti- 
cism, and _ criticism 
makes many people 
angry and upset. 

We get angry when 
criticized because we 
crave approval. It likely 
points to a level of in- 
security around the 
subject area of criti- 
cism. 

We don't’ always 
enjoy having ourselves 
reflected back. We 
don't concern our- 
selves with criticism 
from people whose 
opinions we don't 
value, so for whatever 
reason, the person(s) 
criticizing you are im- 
portant to you. Ask 
yourself if their views 
are valid and really 
that important. 


We have seen this in 
recent days and 
months, with U.S Pres- 
ident Donald Trump 
recently tweeting 
about Prime Minister 
Justin Trudeau as "two 
faced" and "very dis- 
honest and weak." 

Not only did the U.S. 
President criticize 
Trudeau, but economic 
adviser Larry Kudlow 
told CNN that Trudeau 
"stabbed us in the 
back.” 

In such a situation, 
one feels that this per- 
son, without any spe- 
cial authority, is trying 
to demean him by of- 
fering an idea of his 
personality. 

Criticism also affects 
a person's physical and 
mental health. It is an 
indisputable fact that 
the person who hears 
the blame does not say 
always say something 
to the critic, for some 
reason, but the inner 
human mind is badly 
burned. 


Most people have a 
habit of saying bad 
things about the critic, 
and they find satisfac- 
tion in doing so. The 
purpose of criticism is 
not harmful all the 
time. Sometimes, the 
objection is also made 
to correct mistakes. 

It depends on us how 
we take our criticism. 
Mahatma Gandhi had 
said that it is more im- 
portant than criticism, 
to listen to your criti- 
cism and to improve 
yourself. 

Each person owns a 
different personality, 
so it is up to the person 
to take his criticism 
negatively or _ posi- 
tively. 

What kind of re- 
sponse does a human 
have after hearing his 
critique? Most criti- 
cism is viewed nega- 
tively because’ the 
cause of the criticism is 
deficiency, error, or 
negligence, but how 
can the error be cor- 


rected if no shortcom- 
ings or omissions are 
made known to the 
human being? 

That is to say, every 
criticism made is part 
of the correction of 
that error. Fine arts 
have always needed 
critics, because view- 
ers can understand 
what could be done in 
art and where it is 
lacking if the critics 
know that I am not 
going to make this crit- 
icism any less. 

On the other hand, to 
fix the mistake, to a 
great extent, problems 
can be solved. 

It is imperative to 
give immediate sugges- 
tions when making 
criticisms. One impor- 
tant thing to keep in 
mind is to criticize a 
person's wrongdoing 
and not to that per- 
son's feelings if we 
criticize him person- 
ally. 

The primary purpose 
of any human being to 


criticize his work 
should be to help him. 
A teacher tries to im- 
prove his students by 
criticizing their wrong- 
doing. 

Your words and your 
circle should be taken 
into account when crit- 
icizing them. 

Criticism is like giv- 
ing medicine to a sick 
patient. Excessive drug 
intake will be harmful, 
and small doses will 
not be beneficial, so 
positive criticism in the 
right dose may prove 
helpful in the future. 

In every case, human 
shouldn’t be disturbed 
at all, nor to withdraw 
from its purpose, but 
to carry out a mission 
for itself by saying the 
things that have been 
criticized. The vision is 
to work with a positive 
attitude so that the ob- 
jective can be achieved. 

Now it is up to us. 
Back off from fear of 
criticism so we can 
achieve our goals. 


IN SUPPORT OF: 
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Police searching for 
missing resident 


11 Division’s Criminal 
Investigation Bureau are 
asking for the public’s 
help seeking a missing 
Mississauga man. 

Cresente Abad was last 
seen on Sunday, Dec. 22, 
at approximately 7 a.m., 
in the Aztec Hill and 
Knotty Pine Grove area 
in Mississauga. He was 
believed to have trav- 
elled to the City of Niag- 
ara Falls on or about 
Wednesday, Dec. 25. 

Abad _ is described as 
male, medium build, 


5’7”, 165 pounds, with 
short straight black hair, 
brown eyes and has a 
goatee. It is unknown 
what he was last seen 
wearing. 

In a statement, police 
said Abad’s family are 
concerned for his well- 
being. 

Anyone with informa- 
tion is asked to call in- 
vestigators with the 11 
Division Criminal Inves- 
tigation Bureau at (905) 
453-2121, ext. 1133. 
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Local entrepreneur launches 
campaign to raise funds for 
families of Flight 752 victims 


Anew campaign is 
looking to raise funds for 
the families of victims in 
the fatal Ukraine Interna- 
tional Airlines flight that 
crashed in Iran last week. 

Paramount Fine Foods 
president Mohamed 
Faikh announced Sunday 
that he has launched the 
“Canada Strong Cam- 
paign”, which seeks to 
raise $1.5 million in funds 
for the families of those 
who were on Flight 
PS752, which included 
Canadians who lived, 
worked in or had ties to 
Peel Region. 

“Tf there was ever a 
time, the time is now,” 
said Faikh, who spoke 
alongside Toronto Mayor 
John Tory. “It’s time for 
all of us to come together 
and support one another. 
Regardless of race, reli- 
gion or background, we 
are all Canadian, and we 
have that in common.” 

The flight was downed 
by a ground-to-air missile 
on Jan. 8, purportedly 
fired by Iranian forces, 
who later claimed re- 
sponsibility for the inci- 


dent. All 176 passengers 
and crew, including 57 
Canadians, died when the 
plane crashed near 
Tehran. 

The fund will be run by 
the Toronto Community 
Foundation, said Tory, 
who indicated it was the 
same fund used to raise 
funds for the families of 
victims in the 2018 Dan- 
forth Avenue shooting 
and Yonge Street van at- 
tack incidents. 

Faikh committed to do- 
nating $30,000 to the 
fund, and said that he 
would pay administrative 
expenses for future dona- 
tions to the families. 

“We are one big family, 
the Canadian family,” said 
Faikh, who called on indi- 
viduals throughout the 
country to support the 
families. 

As of Wednesday 
evening, the campaign 
had raised more than 
$325,000. 

For more information 
or to donate, visit 
torontofoundation.ca/can 
adastrongcampaign. 


Driver dead after 
tractor-trailer crash 


Drivers passing by the 
Esso station near the cor- 
ner of Mavis and Eglinton 
early Monday morning 
were in for a surprise, as a 
tractor-trailer was seen 
rolled over, having plowed 
into the gas station’s sign 
in the early hours. 

The driver of the tractor- 
trailer was killed after 
crasing into two vehicles 
and plowing into the sign, 
Peel Police reported Tues- 
day. 

The incident happened 
just after 12 a.m. Monday 
morning. The driver, who 
had not been identified by 
police as of Wednesday 
evening, stole the tractor- 
trailer, which was filled 
with meat, and began trav- 
elling eastbound on Eglin- 
ton Avenue West. 

In the course of the trip, 
the tractor-trailer crashed 


into a sedan that was head- 
ing south on Mavis, which 
caused another collision 
between the sedan and a 
nearby SUV on the road. 

Soon after, the vehicle 
rolled over and smashed 
into the sign at the Esso 
station, “causing signifi- 
cant damage”, according to 
a source familiar with the 
investigation. 

The vehicle was believed 
to be moving at high speed 
at the time of the crash 
into the sign. 

The driver succumbed to 
his injuries after the crash. 

A subsequent investiga- 
tion revealed that the trac- 
tor-trailer was stolen from 
a Mississauga property the 
day beforehand. 

Witnesses who may have 
additional information re- 
garding the investigation 
are asked to call police. 


Does the province and teachers’ unions have the 
benefit of children and parens? 


by Surjit Singh Flora 

For the first time in more 
than two decades, all four 
teachers’ unions in Ontario 
have landed in strike ac- 
tion because of the unease 
with the government. 

The Elementary Teach- 
ers' Federation of Ontario 
also announced yesterday 
that its members will go 
on a rotating strike every 
Monday. 

According to the Federa- 
tion, in the first round, the 
Toronto District School 
Board, the Toronto 
Catholic School Board, the 
York Region School Board 
and the Ottawa-Carlton 
School Board will strike. 

The unions must give a 
five-day advance notice to 
strike, which was given 
last Monday. 

The teachers' rapproche- 
ment with the government 
has been in place since last 
year's budget presenta- 
tion. The unions are in 
talks with the government 


on the one hand, and on 
the other side are taking 
action from work to the 
‘work to rule’, one-day 
strikes, etc. 

A role in the stand taken 
by the unions may be their 
anti-Conservative stance. 
On the other hand, the 
government has also taken 
several steps that are 
aimed at attracting teach- 
ers. 

In order to understand 
the issue correctly, we 
need to find answers to 
some basic questions. 

This year, the govern- 
ment plans to spend $29.9 
billion on education, which 
is up 1.6 billion, up 4.3 per 
cent from last year. 

Of course, the increase in 
dollars for education ap- 
pears on paper, but in real- 
ity, the extra money is not 
for the schools, but the 
new tax credits applied to 
children, which were in- 
cluded in the education 


budget by the government. 

According to the Finan- 
cial Accountability Office 
of Ontario, the tax credit 
for children that is sup- 
posed to forfeited is $435 
million. 

One issue is to increase 
the size of the classes, 
which leads to a larger 
number of roles needed to 
be filled by the same (or 
less) teachers. It is esti- 
mated that 10,054 jobs 
will be reduced, which will 
save the government $900 
million in budget balances. 

At the time of the Liberal 
government, the focus was 
not on budget balancing, 
and the Tories were afraid 
to regress back to the po- 


litical death they had 
feared. 
Similarly, the govern- 


ment has reduced the 
salaries of all government 
employees, including 
teachers, at 1 per cent for 
the next three years, which 


is not a basic waiver for 
teachers. 

Where unions are fo- 
cused on generating 
headaches for the govern- 
ment, the government has 
come up with a unique 
plan that may make many 
parents happy, but there 
are other problems for 
teachers. 

The government has an- 
nounced for those parents 
whose children will stay 
home due to the teacher 
strike that they will re- 
ceive $60 a day for chil- 
dren under the age of six. 
The amount is for children 
who are not yet enrolled in 
school, but are based in a 
school-based child. 

Go to a care centre. Most 
cost around $40 per day 
for kindergarten children, 
$25 per day for children in 
grades 1 through 7, and 
$40 per day for kinder- 
garten students with spe- 
cial needs. 


oe 


That way, the govern- 
ment will spend $48 mil- 
lion a day while salaries of 
$60 million a day are 
saved if teachers strike. 

The government and the 
teachers' unions claim to 
have the benefit of chil- 
dren and parents in their 


place, but the truth is that 
the harm to children and 
parents is happening to 
them. 

The only thing both par- 
ties have to agree on one 
day is just the point of 
who's ready to step back. 
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It’s time to sto 
and get on wi 


by Cody Vatcher 


Wards 7 & 8 Brampton 
City Councillor Char- 
maine Williams remains 
firm in her stance on 
keeping your kids safe. 

A few years ago, she 
launched an awareness 
campaign focused on get- 
ting drivers to think twice 
before putting kids at 
risk. All it requires from 
residents is to take a lawn 
sign that says “Please 
Slow Down” and put it on 
their lawn. 

A mother lost her child 
to a speeding car, and in- 
stead of holding a town- 
hall and sending her 
condolences, she wanted 
to engage the community. 

She continued that idea 
into her term as a city 
councillor. As simple as it 
may seem, certain oppo- 
nents of the idea accusing 
her of wasting taxpayer 
dollars in an act that 
won't stop speeders. 


They’re right. Signs 


BOLTON LINE 


A transit service for Bolton 


won't permanently 
change behaviours or 
solve all of our problems. 
These signs are way of re- 
minding drivers to drive 
with care. 

We should be devoting 
our time to finding con- 
crete changes to traffic 
calming, driver aware- 
ness, and criminal justice. 

The goal of this cam- 
paign was to point out 
those Facts. The same old 
approach isn’t working 
and we have to show 
elected leaders that resi- 
dents want action. 

We did just that. 

When I heard that my 
City Councillor was taking 
a stand, I too wanted to 
do my part. I signed up as 
a volunteer and went 
door-to-door with her 
team. 

We spent many week- 
ends speaking with her 
constituents, knocking 
doors and getting the 


message out. Never did it 
occur to us that we were 
“on the wrong side” or 
breaking the law. 

We weren't. 

Then came the gut 
punch. Signs went miss- 
ing on a number of streets 
and residents were angry 
— rightfully so. We talked 
to many of them and 
some saw By-law remov- 
ing signs, some woke up 
to find their signs vanish- 
ing without explanation. 

By-Law Enforcement re- 
moved signs, stating that 
they were “illegal” signs. 
They never laid any 
charges — nor will they — 
and they never provided 
their interpretation of the 
by-law. It wasn’t hard to 
find out who took the 
signs, because I had wit- 
nessed it myself. 

I witnessed this by-law 
officer driving car 347 re- 
moving signs. It was 
heartbreaking to see a 


Know when the bus arrives. 
To download the app, visit: 


_. obstructing community safety, 


city employee arbitrarily 
removing private prop- 
erty from private prop- 
erty without laying any 
charge. 

It can’t possibly be legal. 

Following a legal opin- 
ion obtained by Char- 
maine Williams, they 
walked back their posi- 
tion, and allowed the 
signs during a review of 
the bylaw. Which proves 
all along that they had no 
choice to drop any 
charges that could have 
been drafted, and that 
their interpretation was 
wrong. 

I could see how this was 
going to go all along. First 
it was her approach, then 
the legality, now it’ll be 
her integrity, and finally 
they’ll run out of steam 
and cook up another 
story. 

It’s time to stop ob- 
structing community 
safety, and get on with it. 


caledon.ca/transit 


TOWN OF CALEDON 
Under contract with the Town ef Caledon 


PDN January 13, 2020_Layout 1 1/16/2020 9:17 AM Page 10 cS 


npower canada 
LAUNCHING TECH CAREERS. 
TRANSFORMING LIVES. 


x 


- ~ — | : 
Apply. Train. Hired. 


Job Training - Certification - Professional Skills - Life Skills - Job Placement 


18-29 years old? 
Begin your tech career by completing our 
free Junior IT Analyst Program in only 15 weeks. 


Scanforinfo_ §_Important Information 


Monday to Friday - January 20 - May 1, 2020 


Locations: Mississauga, Markham, Toronto 


Contact Sheryll Smith - 647-689-5850 ext 107 
www.npowercanada.ca/youth 


lee) & 


WEEKLY 


Digital Newspaper 


pen January 13, 2020 Layout 1 1/16/2020 9:17 AM Page 11 


Jan. 16, 2020 | PEEL WEEKLY NEWS | it 


BUSINESS 


Health Canada approves new leukemia drug 


Anew drug could be a 
lifeline for patients deal- 
ing with untreated or 
chronic leukemia. 

Mississauga’s As- 
traZeneca revealed late 
last week that Health 
Canada has approved its 
new drug, Calquence, 
which aims to treat pa- 
tients dealing with most 


common forms of 
leukemia, including 
chronic lymphocytic 


leukemia (CLL), the most 
common type of the dis- 
ease in adults. 

The new drug, granted 
under an international 
health authority collabo- 
ration with Health 
Canada that simultane- 
ously submits and re- 
views new healthcare 
products with interna- 
tional partners, aims to 
be a targeted therapy 
that will provide aid to 
2,200-plus patients who 
are diagnosed with 
leukemia each year. 

"In the last several 
years, we've been moving 
away from traditional 
chemotherapies to more 


targeted therapies for 
CLL." said Alberta Health 
Services’ Dr. Carolyn 
Owen, who spoke about 
the approval last week. 
"Health Canada's ap- 
proval of (the drug) pro- 
vides a new effective and 
well tolerated treatment 
option for CLL patients 
and improves their treat- 
ment options." 

CLL is the most com- 
mon type of leukemia in 
adults, accounting for 44 
per cent of all cases in 
Canada, with more than 
600 patients who die 
from it each year. 

Despite advancements 
in the treatment of CLL, 
there is still no cure for 
the disease and even 
after successful initial 
treatment, some patients 
may relapse, leaving 
them in need of further 
innovation. 

"CLL is most often diag- 
nosed when patients are 
more than 60 years old, 
at a time when they are 
already dealing with 
other health conditions 
related to aging and are 


trying to maintain the 
best quality of life," says 
Lymphoma Canada CEO 
Antonella Rizza. “(This) 
announcement offers 
Canadians living with 
CLL an important new 
option for this incurable 
but treatable disease." 

Health Canada, the U.S. 
FDA, and the Australian 
Therapeutic Goods Ad- 
ministration (TGA) col- 
lectively reviewed the 
application for 
Calquence, making it the 
second treatment ap- 
proved as part of the pro- 
gram and the first in 
hematology. 

The Health Canada ap- 
proval of Calquence was 
based on positive interim 
data from two clinical tri- 
als, ELEVATE-TN and AS- 
CEND. 

Together, the trials 
showed that Calquence 
(in combination with the 
drug obinutuzumab or as 
a monotherapy) signifi- 
cantly reduced the rela- 
tive risk of disease 
progression or death. 

Chronic lymphocytic 


leukemia is the most 
common type of 
leukemia in adults, which 
begins in the bone mar- 
row, and_ progresses 
slowly. In CLL, too many 
blood stem cells in the 
bone marrow become ab- 
normal lymphocytes and 
these abnormal cells have 
difficulty fighting infec- 
tions. 

As the number of ab- 
normal cells grows, there 


is less room for healthy 
white blood cells, red 
blood cells and platelets. 
This can result in 
anaemia, infection and 
bleeding. Many people 
with CLL do not have any 
symptoms upon diagno- 
sis, and the disease is 
often found in blood tests 
for unrelated health 
problems. 

Based on Middlegate 
Road in southeastern 


Mississauga, AstraZeneca 
Canada employs more 
than 700 people in the 
coun- try who research, 
develop and = market 
medi- cines to treat car- 
diovascular and meta- 
bolic diseases, cancer and 
respiratory diseases. 

It is owned by the 
Anglo-Swedish As- 
traZeneca International. 


Second Cup Limited picks up Ottawa coffee chain 


y 


J) 


Steven Pelton, CEO of Aegis Brands dnd Tracey Clark, Chief Culture Officer of Bridgehead Coffee, 
announce Aegis' acquisition of Bridgehead Coffee in Ottawa on jan. 9, 2020. (Submitted) 


A local coffee corpora- 
tion has brewed up a big 
acquisition. 

The rebranded Aeris 
Brands, which owns Sec- 
ond Cup Limited and un- 
dertook a new operating 
strategy late last year, an- 
nounced that it has ac- 
quired Ottawa’s 
Bridgehead Coffee, which 
has nineteen coffee houses 
located in Ottawa. 

The acquisition, worth 
an estimated $9.5 million 
is the first under Aegis’ 
new strategy, and will see 
Bridgehead continue to op- 
erate its locations, includ- 
ing its flagship Roastery 
branch, as an independent 
brand. 

Aegis Brands CEO Steven 
Pelton said the corporation 
is delighted with the first 
acquisition, and said they 
are looking forward to 
welcoming the company. 


"Bridgehead has forged a 
unique culture and iden- 
tity in the Ottawa region 
that resonates with both 
customers and employees, 
and is poised for growth,” 
said Pelton, who also said 
that Aegis expects that 
Bridgehead's best prac- 
tices will benefit the Sec- 
ond Cup brand over time. 

All Bridgehead coffee- 
houses serve baked goods 
and fresh foods made daily 
in the company's kitchen 
and bakery, using local and 
seasonal ingredients. 

According to a statement 
released by Aegis, Bridge- 
head has been delivering 
strong financial results in 
a competitive coffee mar- 
ket with average unit vol- 
umes approaching $1 
million. 

Kate Burnett has as- 
sumed executive leader- 
ship of Bridgehead as COO 


while Tracey Clark, 
Bridgehead's _ President 
and CEO since 2000, will 
lead the preservation of 
Bridgehead's values in her 
new role as Chief Culture 
Officer. 

Ian Clark, Director of 
Coffee, and Cliff Hansen, 
Bridgehead's Roastmaster, 
will continue in their roles, 
working closely with 
small-scale farmers to con- 
tinue to deliver an excep- 
tional coffee experience to 
Bridgehead customers. 
The company’s head office 
will remain in Ottawa. 

Aegis also said last week 
that its name change won’t 
immediately take effect 
until approved by share- 
holders at the corpora- 
tion’s 2020 annual general 
meeting, and is currently 
trading as Second Cup 
Limited. 
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Brampton art gallery nabs federal investment 


A local art gallery and 
museum has_ received 
federal funding to pro- 
mote and bring more 
awareness to a new exhi- 


bition. 

Canadian Heritage 
Minister Steven Guil- 
beault was on-hand 


Tuesday morning to an- 
nounced that the feds 
will provide $155,940 in 
funding to the Peel Art 
Gallery Museum + 
Archives (PAMA) to sup- 
port the promotion and 
staging of the new exhi- 
bition, “George Pagin- 
ton: Painting a Nation’. 

Paginton, one of the 
members of the famed 
Group of Seven, docu- 
mented the wonder of 
nature from coast to 
coast. A prolific yet very 
private artist, Paginton 
created over 1,500 oil 
paintings, the majority 
of which were never ex- 
hibited or sold commer- 
cially. 

The new exhibition and 


associated publication 
that bears his name will 
examine his work in the 
context of his time, and 
his contributions to the 
canon of Canadian art. 
"Canada's museums 
are vital to the health of 
our communities and the 
growth of our economy,” 
Guilbeault said during a 
closed-door tour with 
local stakeholders and 
representatives from 
Peel Region, before he 
announced the funding. 
“As curators of culture 
and history, they pre- 
serve and present our 
stories. Providing access 
to the works of artists 
like George Paginton 
helps bring communities 
together and promotes a 
better understanding of 
our shared histories." 
The investment will 
bring increased visibility 
and access to Paginton's 
works, which celebrate 
and draw inspiration 
from the beauty of 


Canada's natural envi- 
ronment. 

The exhibition, which 
runs through Feb. 9, was 
provided through Cana- 
dian Heritage's Muse- 
ums Assistance Program. 
The exhibition will travel 
to the Beaverbrook Art 
Gallery in New 
Brunswick after the ex- 
hibition in PAMA. 

In a statement, Bramp- 
ton South MP Sonia 
Sidhu said she was 
“thrilled” to see the level 
of federal support for 
Paginton’s works. 

“This project will allow 
Canadians to discover an 
iconic artist and gain a 
new appreciation for our 
significant artistic her- 
itage," said Sidhu. 

The George Paginton: 
Painting a Nation exhibi- 
tion fills gaps in Cana- 
dian art history and 
highlights a re-discov- 
ered landscape painter 
who captured the beauty 
of Canada through plein 


air painting, said PAMA 
co-curator Sharona 
Adamowicz-Clements. 
“The exhibition sup- 
ported by the Museums 
Assistance Program 
marks the introduction 
of his work, which 
spanned over 70 years. 
The opportunity to cre- 
ate new Canadian art 


history is thrilling,” she 
said. “Paginton pursued 
his private passion of 
capturing the essence of 
the Canadian landscape 
with a sense of purpose.” 

The Museums Assis- 
tance Program (MAP) 
supports heritage insti- 
tutions and workers in 
the preservation and 


presentation of heritage 
collections. The program 
fosters the preservation 
of Indigenous culture 
and facilitates access to 
heritage collections for 
all Canadians. It also 
promotes professional 
knowledge, skills and 
practices related to key 
museum functions. 


“AN ABSOLUTE MUST SEE” 
— EDFRINGE REVIEW 
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2019 - A Year and Constituency Office in Review 


by Sylvia Jones, MPP 


The New Year is a time 
for all of us to look back 
and reflect on the events of 
the past 12 months, using 
the insights gleamed to 
help shape the year ahead. 

As 2019 drew to aclose, it 


was an opportunity to look 
back on some of our work 
at Queen’s Park this year. 
During the last year, we 
have been working across 
all government ministries 
to lay a strong foundation 


on many of our key prom- 
ises, including to make life 
more affordable, prepare 
people for jobs, create a 
more competitive business 
environment, build health- 
ier communities, and keep 
animals safe. 

For example, this year we 
implemented the new 
Childcare Access and Relief 
from Expenses (CARE) tax 
credit to support families 
with up to 75 per cent of 
their childcare costs. 

This, in addition to the 
Low-income Individuals & 
Families Tax (LIFT) Credit, 
will provide a total of $3 
billion in relief for Ontari- 
ans in 2020. 

Starting on your 2019 tax 
return, low-income work- 
ers will receive up to $850 
a year through the LIFT 
Credit, and 300,000 fami- 
lies will receive an average 
of $1,250 a year in relief 
from child care expenses 
through the CARE Tax 
Credit. 

We also have been ensur- 
ing that workers in the 
skilled trades benefit from 
a streamlined and modern- 
ized apprenticeship system. 

One way we have done so 
is through an increased in- 
vestment in the Pre-Ap- 
prenticeship Training 
Program, supporting 84 
programs that will intro- 


duce 1,600 people to the 
trades. 

Additionally, this year we 
made major program in- 
vestments in Ontario’s Spe- 
cialist High Skills Major 
program in high schools 
across the province, so that 
more young people have ac- 
cess to a pathway into the 
skilled trades. 

To help businesses grow 
and create jobs, we have 
continued to cut burden- 
some and duplicative red 
tape through two new 
pieces of red-tape reduction 
legislation this year. 

We have also fulfilled our 
commitment to cut On- 
tario's small business tax 
rate by 8.7 per cent, which 
will provide up to $1,500 in 
tax relief annually to over 
275,000 small businesses 
including those right here 
across Dufferin-Caledon. 

Our plan to make Ontario 
open for business is already 
seeing results: since June 
2018, 271,600 new jobs 
have been created in On- 
tario. 

We are also making 
strides towards ending hall- 
way health care across On- 
tario. Here in Dufferin- 
Caledon, I recently an- 
nounced the formation of 
the Hills of Headwaters 
Collaborative Ontario 
Health Team, one of the 


THE COMPASS 


HHEEKHEEE 


We are your local food bank 
and outreach centre. Last year 
we distributed over 440,000 Ibs. 
of food to 900+ local families 
who needed help. 


How you can make a difference: 
* Donate food or funds 


* Volunteer 


* Host a food drive 
* Follow us on social media 


first 24 teams in Ontario to 
implement a modern model 
of organizing and deliver- 
ing health care. 

Additionally, we are in- 
vesting $1.1 million to the 
Headwaters Health Care 
Centre through the Health 
Infrastructure Renewal 
Fund, ensuring a comfort- 
able healing environment 
for those at the hospital. 

Finally, we have estab- 
lished a long-term animal 
welfare model that is ro- 
bust, transparent, and ac- 
countable through the 
passage of the Provincial 
Animal Welfare Services 
(PAWS) Act. 

Ontarians concerned 
about an animal in distress 
or being abused can con- 
tinue to call 1-833-9-ANI- 
MAL (264625) to speak 
with a provincial animal 
welfare inspector. 

In our community, my 
constituency office serves 
as a link between residents 
of Dufferin-Caledon and the 
provincial government. 

My staff and I are here to 
assist you with provincial 
issues using a wide range of 
services, resources and re- 
ferrals. Whether you meet 
with me directly to discuss 
a specific issue, or need 
help with a provincial mat- 
ter, my office is here to 
help. 


Constituency offices as- 
sist with all Ontario docu- 
ments, including birth, 
death, and marriage certifi- 
cates; your Ontario Health 
Card; and Ontario Drivers’ 
Licenses or Photo ID Cards. 

Whether you are search- 
ing online or in person for 
information about a provin- 
cial program, we are here to 
help in applying or if you 
are already enrolled in a 
program and have ques- 
tions. 

We are here to answer 
your questions about the 
progress our government is 
making towards our com- 
mitments in making life 
more affordable, preparing 
people for jobs, creating a 
more competitive business 
environment, and building 
healthier communities. 

Looking ahead to 2020, I 
am excited to share that 
consultations for the 2020 
budget are now open. 

You can visit 
Ontario.ca/BudgetIdeas be- 
tween now and Feb. 11, 
2020, to share your input 
on how we can continue 
building Ontario together. 

To keep up to date on our 
government’s work in 
2020, visit sylvia- 
jonesmpp.ca or call 1-800- 
265-1603. 


www.thecompass.ca 
fy CompassFoodBank 
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The deadliest drone on land - the MQ-9 


Surjit Singh 
Flora 


The deadliest drone on 
this planet was used to as- 
sassinate Iranian military 
general Qassem Soleimani. 

After World War I, the 
British pilot Reginald 
Danny, who arrived in the 
United States in 1919, devel- 
oped the first unmanned 
airliner. Remote control 
powered it. 

Earlier in 1839, Austrian 
forces had attacked the 
beautiful Italian city of 
Venice with unmanned bal- 
loons. 

For the first time in 1946, 
the word ‘drone’ was used 
for unmanned aviation. The 
father of drone technology 
UAV (drone) was actually 
Abraham Karem (a ship en- 
gineer), who was born in 
Baghdad. 

His family moved to Israel 
in 1951, where he grew up, 
and at the age of 14, he 
started building model air- 
craft. He graduated in aero- 
nautical engineering from 
The Technion. 

He built his first drone 
during the Yom Kippur war 


for the Israeli Air Force. 

In the 1970s, he immi- 
grated to the U.S. and 
founded Leading Systems 
Inc. in his home garage, 
where he started manufac- 
turing his first drone, Alba- 
tross, and later on, the more 
sophisticated Amber, which 
eventually evolved into the 
famous Predator drone, 
which brought him the title 
of "drone father". 

The MQ-9 Reaper, or 
‘Predator B' drone, has only 
one objective — find, fix 
onto, and finish, its targets. 

One of the deadliest 
drones in the U.S. arsenal, 
the MQ-g is used against 
‘dynamic execution targets.’ 
On Jan. 2, it assassinated 
Iran's military general, 
Qassem Soleimani. 

The MQ-9 Reaper drone is 
regarded as one of the dead- 
liest on this land. Not just 
because of its speed and 
firepower, but also because 
of its stealth. 

The successor to the MQ- 
1 Predator drone, it is capa- 
ble of flying 250 meters off 
the ground without anyone 
below even knowing that 
it's there unless they look it 
up. The'M' in its name 
stands for ‘'multi-role’, 
while the nine designates 
where it falls in the series of 
unmanned aerial vehicles 
(UAV's). 


The question that comes 
to mind is what this drone 
technology is. The word 
drone is more appropriate 
for unmanned aerial vehi- 
cles or vehicles. The un- 
manned machine has two 
parts: (1) drone (2) control 
system. 

In fact, the drone is an un- 
manned robotic machine 
whose technology and de- 
sign are based on modern 
electronic methods. The 
structure of the drone de- 
pends on the equipment, 


chips, and computerized 
software programs _ in- 
stalled. 


Millions of dollars are 
being spent on this technol- 
ogy, and new drones are 
being made available in the 
market. The technology of 
the drone is such that it can 
fly and record anything at 
high altitude. 

It fits in unmanned aerial 
machines, gimbals (cameras 
taking photos from various 
angles), and cameras 
equipped with modern sen- 
sors. 

The fast-moving face of 
drone technology is based 
on a variety of inventions 
such as infrared cameras, 
GPS (global satellite sys- 
tems), and laser technolo- 
gies. 

Such drones can be used 
for domestic, commercial, 


and military level opera- 
tions. 

Talking about the struc- 
ture of the drone, the mate- 
rial it produces is a model of 
the highest engineering. 
The combination of complex 
compounds forms it. Ex- 
tremely light materials such 
as plastic, fiberglass, alu- 
minum, and nanocarbon- 
fibers are used to make 
drones so that they are 
lightweight and can fly to 
higher altitudes. 

In the wind, too, its work- 
ing power could be in- 
creased. The weight of such 
substances is meager, and 
they absorb the vibrations 
in the air. Such a structure 
allows military drones to fill 
up to seven heights. 

The drone can be con- 
trolled from the ground 
with remote control. The 
drone has its sensors, cam- 
eras, and sidewalks 
mounted on it. When it 
comes to the types and 
functions of drones, they 
are available in different 
types and sizes. 

Highly advanced drones 
like the DJI Mavic 2, Mavic 
Air, Phantom 4 Pro, inspire 
2, and Voyager 5 are also 
coming to the market. 

The DJI Phantom 3 is 
being used in drone military 
activities called Predators. 
This type of drone has short 


MBOT TV Weekly Recap 


MIB 
O/T 


MISSISSAUGA 
BOARD OF TRADE 


wings and can fly ona small 
airstrip. 

These drones keep an eye 
on large areas of land (geo- 
logical surveys), forests, 
wildlife hunters, and in- 
truders on the borders. DJIs 
are based on the Spicer 
drone Vital Technology 
(vertical flight and landing) 
called Mavic Air, which can 
fly and fly quickly. 

Some nano-type drones 
can fly from human hands. 
The latest satellite drones 
also feature a global satel- 
lite system. 

Drone precision works 
with the help of GPS naviga- 
tion systems. The quad- 
copter operates with the 
help of a four-stage drone 
satellite. 

GPS and GLONASS-oper- 
ated drones are being used 
in landscape studies, land- 
scaping, research, and res- 
cue operations to produce 
three-dimensional maps of 
the earth. 

With the help of radar 
technology, signals are sent 
to the drone via a remote- 
control system that can de- 
tect its current location and 
location. 

Also, its safe return is con- 
trolled by the satellite sys- 
tem. The drone's Mavic Air 
variant is a software fit that 
allows it to come back safely 
in case of trouble with auto- 


matic commands (such as 
battery power loss, signal 
breaks with the control sta- 
tion). Different types of 
drones are being installed 
with modern sensors to pre- 
vent the enemy's precise 
grip and collision with an- 
other drone. 

With the help of such sen- 
sors, it creates a 3-D (3D) 
image of the area around it 
and targets the target and 
protects it from potential 
collisions. The Mavic 2 Pro 
and Mavic 2 Zoom drones 
have sensors and cameras 
to detect objects from six 
sides. 

Such a drone, equipped 
with an automatic pilot sys- 
tem, can fly back and forth 
in all directions. The con- 
venience of the gyroscope 
device helps the drone to fly 
and land smooth. 

This device provides im- 
portant navigation informa- 
tion to the drone's central 
flight controller. The flight 
controller itself is the main 
central component of the 
drone. 

Brand new types of Mavic 
2 drone cameras can send a 
live broadcast of HD video 
over images up to 8 km 
away. Older drones were ca- 
pable of transmitting such 
signals only for 3-4 kilome- 
ters. 
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Local Business Profile - Roxie’s Boutique 


From the moment you step 
into “It’s Roxies” boutique, 
you feel welcome, 

“When people come in 
here we have conversation, 
we have a laugh, you don’t 
have to put on a show when 
you shop here,” says owner 
Roxanne Mountain of her lit- 
tle shop in Caledon East. 

Roxanne recently spoke 
about what it’s like to own a 
small business in Caledon, 
and about the community 
that has been so supportive. 


Q) What is it that you do 
here? 

A) “It’s Roxies” is a 
women’s fashion and gift 
boutique. I carry a lot of ca- 
sual wear, not too much that 
is “dressy”. My clientele is 
generally an age range of 30s 
to 80s. I also personal shop 
for people. 

I’m not really into labels. I 
change up who/what I bring 
in quite a bit. I try to carry 
Canadian designers, which 
can be challenging because 
unfortunately a number of 
them have gone out of busi- 
ness. I do carry Joseph 
Ribkoff. I carry what I like 
and what I think my clients 
will like and I stay middle of 
the road pricing. I look at 
something and think “would 
I pay that for it?” and if I 
know I would than I go 
ahead and bring it in. 


Q) When did you start the 
business? 

A) In 1997, I started the In- 
glewood General Store. At 
that time, I was focused on 
food, gifts, and home decor 
items. Women’s fashion 
items evolved out of that. I 
had no intention of getting 
into that at first, but it 
worked so I went with it. In 
2008, I opened It’s Roxies 
out of that store. 

In 2016, I closed the Gen- 
eral Store in Inglewood and 
opened Its Roxies in Belfoun- 
tain. I was there for one year 
and then moved here to Cale- 
don East. 


Q) How’s business? 

A) It’s really good. I have a 
lot of community support. 

I was quite surprised to 
find out how many of my In- 
glewood clients are residents 
of Caledon East. 

When I was looking at 
commercial space for the 
business, I knew I liked it 
here but was afraid that I 
would lose my clientele. I 
didn’t. It has been phenome- 
nal. 


Q) How did you get into 
the retail business? 

A)I was born in South 
America and lived and went 
to school in England. 

I came to Canada and 
started working in sales and 


marketing. I started in 
Toronto at the Toronto Sun 
in advertising sales, then 
went to Rogers Cable work- 
ing in customer service and 
marketing. I trained a lot of 
their sales force. 

In Caledon, I worked for a 
printing company. I was on 
the road a lot with that job. 
Then I had a terrible accident 
and had to come off the road. 

I wasn’t sure what to do at 
first, but I love people and 
knew I had to do something 
to allow me to spend time 
with people every day and 
I’m a very good cook. 

I bought the property in In- 
glewood and started the In- 
glewood General Store. I had 
no idea what I was doing but 
I focused on food and items 
that I thought people would 
enjoy. I loved the challenge ... 
it was good for me. That was 
the start of my 22 years (so 
far) in retail. 

Now that I’m getting older 
just having It’s Roxies Bou- 
tique is better for me. It’s 
smaller, fewer headaches, no 
sales staff. I wanted to down- 
size, so here I am. 

Q) How do you buy the 
items for the store? 

A) There’s online whole- 
sale or you can go to fashion 
shows in Toronto or Mon- 
treal. I do both. I attend eight 
shows a year in Toronto for 
the different seasons. 


Then sometimes it’s ran- 
dom. I’ll go into a shop that 
is out of the area and if I see 
a piece that I think is really 
neat Tll photograph it, 
source it and the bring it in. 
You never know when you 
may come across something 
which is perfect for your 
clientele. 

With clothing I try not to 
have something that another 
shop close by may have. We 
all have to live and work to- 
gether and it’s to my benefit 
to be different. 


Q) Do you have any fashion 
tips? What should every 
woman have in her closet? 

A) Every woman should 
have a good pair of palazzo 
pants, they are versatile, can 
be dressed up or down and 
are so comfortable. 

Of course, you always need 
a good blazer and can never 
have too many pairs of black 
pants. 

And, never throw away a 
good velvet jacket or cro- 
cheted anything - it goes out 
of style sometimes but al- 
ways comes back! 


Q) What’s” great about 
doing business in Caledon? 

A) It’s personal. If you shop 
in the city, no one knows 
you. No one goes out of their 
way to help you or speak to 
you. In Caledon, you are not 


just a number. 

When people come in here 
we have conversation, we 
have a laugh, you don’t have 
to put on a show when you 
shop here. I don’t push, I 
may make suggestions and 
I’m honest if asked for an 


opinion. It makes it enjoy- 
able for me too. 


It’s Roxies Boutique is lo- 
cated at 16035 Airport Road 
in Caledon East. For more in- 
formation, call (905) 965- 
2165. 
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Tough fight as Gladiators edge Beast in weekend dustup 


Brampton fired 35 
shots on goaltender 
Chris Nell, but the 
Gladiators‘ netminder 
kept every shot out as 
Atlanta shutout Bramp- 
ton 1-0 on Sunday af- 
ternoon. 

The Brampton Beast 
took on the Atlanta 
Gladiators for the final 
leg of their five-game 
southern swing on Sun- 
day afternoon. 

The first period saw a 
plethora of power plays 
for both squads, but 
netminders Alex 
Dubeau and Chris Nell 
were solid and didn’t 
let a single puck by 
them. 

After 20 minutes of 
play, neither team had 
scored a goal and the 
Beast led in shots by a 
tally of 13-6. 

The second period 


saw the defensive play 
for both sides continue, 
as both Dubeau and 
Nell were solid against 
every shot the faced. 

The best chance of the 
period came in the last 
minute when David 
Vallorani was sprung 
out of the penalty box 
and went in on a break- 
away. Nell stayed right 
with him and made a 
tremendous save to 
keep the game score- 
less after 40 minutes of 
play. 

Shots on goal 
favoured Brampton to 
the tune of 23-18. 

The third period saw 
the only goal of the 
game, and it was 
scored short-handed 
off the stick of Atlanta’s 
defenseman Cody Cor- 
bett. The low shot beat 
goaltender Dubeau 


through the pads for 
the 1-o Atlanta lead at 
1:22. 

The Beast would 
valiantly fight to tie the 
contest up, but despite 
firing a bevy of chances 
on Nell, the goaltender 
made the timely stops 
and kept the Beast off 
the scoreboard. 

Dubeau would take 
the loss and would fin- 
ish the night with 25 
saves. Nell would take 
the win and the shutout 
with 35 saves of his 
own. 

Brampton finished 
the night scoreless on 
six power play at- 
tempts. Atlanta ended 
up going scoreless on 
five tries of their own. 

In other news, the 
Belleville Senators of 
the American Hockey 
League have loaned 


forward Francois Beau- 
chemin to the Beast. 
The forward has 
suited up in six games 
for Belleville this sea- 
son and has one assist 
to his credit. The Que- 
bec-born forward has 
also registered 13 goals 
and seven assists for 20 
total points through 24 
games played with 
Brampton this season. 
The Beast have now 
completed their five- 
game southern swing 
and will return to the 
CAA Centre this coming 
Friday, Saturday and 


Sunday for games 
against the Maine 
Mariners. Game time 


Friday is at 7:15 p.m. 
Look for upcoming 
game coverage and an- 


nouncements in Peel 
Weekly News _ this 
spring! 


TS 


Edmunds Shuts the Door on Wolves as Steelheads Triumph 


The Mississauga Steel- 
heads travelled to Sudbury 
on Sunday afternoon look- 
ing to finish off their three- 
game weekend on a high 
note. 

The Steelheads were with- 
out forwards Cole Schwindt, 
Keean Washkurak and Aidan 
Prueter, as they were out of 
the lineup with injuries. 


Mississauga announced 
yesterday that they had 
signed right winger Rylan 
Bowers, who was originally 
selected by the hockey club 
in the 12th round (238th 
overall) of the 2018 OHL 
Priority Selection. 

The Komoka, Ontario na- 
tive started the season with 
the Listowel Cyclones 


(GOJHL), where he regis- 
tered 30 points (14G, 16A) in 
33 games. Sunday’s game 
against the Sudbury Wolves 
represented the first OHL 
game of Bowers’ career. 

Bowers spoke with Victor 
Findlay of Saugag60AM 
prior to the game against 
Sudbury. 

“Its unbelievable getting 


the call after my game on 
Friday night. It’s surreal 
being here right now, ’m 
looking forward to the 
game. I’m feeling nervous 
but looking forward to going 
out there and getting in the 
game. The guys are unreal 
here, they have treated me 
with lots of kindness. JR 
[Head Coach James Rich- 
mond] told me to go out 
there and play my game, he 
wants me to play confident, 
go out there and do my best. 
I’ve heard Sudbury is big, 
strong, and they skate fast, 
so I’ll be looking to go out 
there and make a state- 
ment.” 

The Steelheads went to 
the powerplay early in the 
first, as Macauley Carson 
was Called for goaltender in- 
terference. Kai Edmonds 
made a few big saves on 
Sudbury odd-man rush op- 
portunities to keep the score 
tied at zero. 

While on their second 
powerplay opportunity of 
the game, Rylan Bowers 
opened the scoring, receiv- 
ing a pass from Max Dodig 
behind the net for the first 
goal of his OHL Career. Ed- 
monds made an incredible 
sprawling save with under a 


oe 


minute to go, as he played 
one of the best periods of his 
season stopping 11/11 diffi- 
cult shots on goal. 

The Fish headed into the 
first intermission with a 1-0 
lead, on the back of Ed- 
monds and Bowers first 
OHL goal. 

The second period came 
and went with neither team 
registering a penalty nor 
scoring a goal. The Steel- 
heads outshot the Wolves 11- 
8 in the frame. Edmonds 
continued to play stellar as 
he made multiple outstand- 
ing saves on Wolves scoring 
chances. James Hardie was 
driving the offense for Mis- 
sissauga in the period, as he 
registered 4 shots on goal. 

The Steelheads headed 
into the third period with a 
1-0 lead, looking to close out 
the weekend with another 
victory. 

Mississauga headed to the 
powerplay a few minutes 
into the third with a chance 
to increase their lead, as By- 
field headed to the penalty 
box for hooking and Owen 
Gilhula for roughing. Ty 
Collins made a great play to 
force a Wolves turnover, 
leading to Calvin Martin 
finding James Hardie with a 


pass on a 2-on-1, making no 
mistake filling the back of 
the net. 

Sudbury pulled their goal- 
tender with three minutes 
remaining for the extra at- 
tacker, down by two. The 
Steelheads capitalized, with 
Richard Whittaker finding 
the empty net from the de- 
fensive zone to make it 3-0. 
Matej Pekar broke Edmonds 
shutout with eleven seconds 
to go in the game, and after 
a length review due to a pos- 
sible high stick, it was ruled 
a good goal. 

Mississauga would hold 
on to win by a final score of 
3-1. 

With the victory, Missis- 
sauga jumps into second 
place in the Central Divi- 
sion, just six points behind 
Sudbury for first. Rookie 
forward Bowers scored the 
first goal of his OHL career 
in his first OHL game. 

Mississauga will play two 
games next weekend against 
the Oshawa Generals and 
Barrie Colts, before return- 
ing to the Paramount Fine 
Foods Centre on Friday, Jan. 
24 to take on the Peterbor- 
ough Petes. 
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Ennis, Reyes and Agunblade discuss mental 
health at Raptors 905 panel 


by Jacob Goldbach, Special 


New Years Day saw the 
Paramount Fine Foods Cen- 
tre host the third annual 
From the Playground to the 
NBA event. 

Organized by Alison Can- 
ning, the Executive Director 
of Let’s Get Together, the 
Raptors 905, and co-hosted 
by the National Basketball 
Youth Mentorship Program 
(NBYMP), the event ran 
with aspirations of raising 
awareness of important is- 
sues within the world, in 
particular those that affect 
youth. 

Three members from the 
Raptors 905 organization, 
along with select members 
from their respective fami- 
lies, sat down for a panel 
discussion with families 
across the GTA. 

Those in attendance from 
the organization were 
guards Tyler Ennis and 
Justin Reyes, as well as Jun- 
ior Coach Wumi Agunbiade. 
Reyes was accompanied by 
his mother Yvette, and 
Agunbiade by her sister-in- 
law Ruth. 

Each of them were asked 
questions about a variety of 
topics, with one of the most 
prominent ones being Men- 
tal Health. 

The main goal? To have 
those in attendance relate 
and draw lessons from the 
stories of the three and their 
families. 

“Most kids today see these 
high-performance athletes 
as “super-beings,” Canning 
said. “We wanted to show 
these kids that Tyler, Wumi 
and Justin are regular peo- 
ple too and that they started 
from the playground just 
like everyone else.” 

“Mental Health affects 
everyone,” she added. “Hav- 
ing Tyler, Wumi and Justin 
and their families share 
their personal stories is key 
to removing the stigma that 
surrounds mental health in 
sports. We hope this event 
will help the younger gener- 
ation to open up, remember 
they’re not alone and to talk 
with their families and/or 
mentors.” 

Each of the speakers un- 
derstood the importance of 
talking about Mental Health 
and was open in speaking 


about how it had affected 
them in the past, as well as 
how they continue to deal 
with it in their daily lives. 

For Ennis, he finds that an 
effective way to keep his 
mind at ease is by taking 
some time whenever he can 
to focus on non-basketball 
related activities. He makes 
it a priority to spend more 
time with his family. He has 
also picked up hobbies like 
reading and doing research 
about financial investments. 

These pastimes were par- 
ticularly important to Tyler 
in the 2018-19 season, when 
he suffered a season-ending 
leg injury while playing 
overseas in the EuroLeague. 

“T did everything I could to 
turn the negatives thoughts 
into positives ones,” Ennis 
said about the _ injury. 
“Everything from learning 
about nutrition to real-es- 
tate, it just helped to keep 
my mind off of things.” 

Like Ennis, fellow guard 
Justin Reyes is in his first 
season with the Raptors 
905, and just his second sea- 
son in the G-League. 

Reyes was acquired by the 
Raptors 905 in the offseason 
from the Salt Lake City Stars 
via trade. 

For many athletes, espe- 
cially younger ones, being 
traded to a new organiza- 
tion can be intimidating and 
demotivating. 

“The first thing I thought 
about was that I was now in 
a new system”, said Reyes, 
about his initial thoughts 
after hearing he’d gotten 
traded. “I had a lot to learn 
and I had to learn it fast.” 

There was definitely some 
anxiety for the 25-year-old. 
However, like Ennis was 
able to do, Reyes soon 
turned all potential negative 
thoughts about the move 
into positive ones. 

“There was such good en- 
ergy as soon as I landed,” 
Reyes noted, about his ini- 
tial observations of the team 
and the city. “The coaching 
staff, the other players, 
everything. I’m so blessed to 
be here.” 

Part of this aforemen- 
tioned coaching staff is Jun- 
ior Coach Wumi Agunbiade. 

Agunbiade, who was suc- 


cessful as a collegiate player 
in the United States and asa 
professional in Europe, now 
finds herself in a new posi- 
tion, one in which she never 
could have imagined herself 
being in. 

“Absolutely not,” she said, 
when asked if she ever fore- 
saw this in her future while 
she was playing. 

“T always thought my end 
goal was to coach in the 
NCAA (National Collegiate 
Athletic Association). That’s 
not how things panned out, 
but it ended up being a lot 
better.” 

As a former player who 
understands the pressures 
that come with playing at 
the professional stage, one 
of Agunbiade’s priorities is 
to help ease the tension 
amongst the team. 

“This is just a game,” she 
will tell the team. “This is 
the same game that you’ve 
played for your entire life. 
Everything you’ve done 
leading up to this, it was all 
meant for something, and 
that was for you to go out 
there and perform.” 

Each year, Let’s Get To- 
gether and NBYMP feature a 
new aspect of the event that 
strengthens the connection 
between the athletes and 
the community. 

This year, they invited 
Monica Weihler, a high 
school basketball player and 
NBYMP baller to be a junior 
emcee. Monica struggles 
with anxiety, so stepping 
into the role of Junior Emcee 
was a big challenge for her. 

However, she aspires to be 
a sports broadcaster and 
saw this invitation as an op- 
portunity to grow. 

With her parents' support, 
she rose to the challenge 
and even had a chance to be 
interviewed by CITY TV. 

“Hearing them _ [Tyler, 
Justin and Wumi] talk about 
their struggles and how they 
got through it just kind of 
helps me realize how I can 
get through mine as well.” 
Monica said, after the event. 

The three members of the 
team all share one thing in 
common when it comes to 
keeping a healthy state of 
mind, and that is positive 
thinking. 
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Each of the speakers ex- 
pressed that this was para- 
mount in every day life, 
with the hope that the 
crowd, in particular the 
youth, would start imple- 
menting this more into their 
daily lives. 

“This is a young team,” 
said Canning, when dis- 
cussing the speakers’ ability 
to connect with the youth. 

“They can connect with 
this generation of youth bet- 


ter than anyone, which is 


why we strongly feel that 
this event is important for 
all families to attend. The 
lessons learned are not just 
about basketball. It’s about 
what Tyler, Wumi, Justin 
and their families have 
learned through pursuing 
their passion of basketball.” 

By having a positive mind- 
set on and off the court, 
each kid with aspirations of 
going pro can ensure that 
their journey from the play- 
ground to the NBA is a suc- 
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cessful one. Next up for Let’s 
Get Together and NBYMP is 
the release of their book 
Women for the Win Part 1. 

This is the first of a five- 
part series entitled Cana- 
dian Basketball Journeys, 
which are a series of short 
stories with helpful tips 
shared by Canadian Basket- 
ball Professionals. 

The book can be pre-or- 
dered at canadianbasket- 
balljourneys.ca. 


905-891-8818 


lakeshorepoolsandtubs.com 
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STYLE / AROUND TOWN 


McMaster pays tribute to Motown at upcoming show 


by Alex Gregory 


The magic of Motown ar- 
rives in Mississauga later 
this month, as a well-known 
R&B/soul singer will take 
the stage to perform a selec- 
tion of songs inspired by the 
era. 

Luke McMaster will per- 
form “Icons of Soul” on 
Thursday, Jan. 30 at the Liv- 
ing Arts Centre, bringing his 
stylistic renditions of Mo- 
town hits and new tracks 
created in collaboration 
with music legends Felix 
Cavaliere of the Rascals and 
Lamont Dozier for a unique 
experience that will have 
audiences up on their feet 
dancing. 

For McMaster, who 
charted on the Billboard 
Adult Contemporary rank- 
ings in 2013 with the single 
“Good Morning, Beautiful” 
and helmed an impressive 
chart-topping run with the 
soul/R&B duo McMaster & 
James in the 2000s, said 
that the decision to make an 
album influenced by the 
roots of Motown was natu- 
ral for him. 

"My heart was always 
with Motown," McMaster 
told Peel Weekly News ear- 
lier this week, referencing 
the genesis of the album, 
which occurred when he 


— 


was introduced to Dozier, 
the songwriter behind such 
famous hits as “Baby Love” 
and “Stop! In the Name of 
Love”, by music executive 
Leeds Levy in 2018. 

The album, created in col- 
laboration with a documen- 
tary series, chronicles 
McMaster’s meetings with 
Dozier and Cavaliere and 
their decision to work to- 
gether on an album, which 
fuses classic covers with all- 
new original material. 

"There's so much soul be- 
hind (Lamont's work)... I 
know how connected people 
are to that music," said Mc- 
Master, who grew up in 
Brandon, Manitoba influ- 
enced by his father, a uni- 
versity professor who would 
bring vinyl records home for 
him to listen to. 

“T was like Rain Man... I 
didn't stop playing these 
records," McMaster ex- 
plained. "From that tiime, I 
realized I wanted to be a 
musician." 

A chart-topping run with 
McMaster and fellow soul 
musician Rob James (as Mc- 
Master & James) followed, 
including several hits such 
as “I Understand”, “Thank 
You” and “Love Wins Every- 
time.” 


In recent years, McMaster 
branched out to handle 
songwriting duties for sev- 
eral well-known artists, in- 
cluding Rihanna, Kalan 
Porter, Nick Carter and 
many others. He would later 
go on to chart his own solo 
career, with several albums 
of original material, includ- 
ing 2013’s “All Roads”, which 
was inspired by the Motown 
era. 

The positive response to 
the record led Levy, the 
president of Leeds Music, to 
put McMaster in contact 
with Dozier and Cavaliere, 
who were both intrigued by 
the concept and decided to 
aid both McMaster and pro- 
ducer Arun Chaturvedi with 
the new project. 

"We hit it off... there's a 
real story arc here," said Mc- 
Master, who said that Dozier 
and Cavaliere were excited 
when they saw the scope of 
the project and create an au- 
thentic record. 

Meeting Dozier, the focus 
of the first part of the docu- 
mentary, was a true high- 
light, as he had crafted some 
of Motown’s biggest hits. 
Having his approval for the 
project was a special mo- 
ment. 

“When Lamont turns to 


you and goes, ‘You're legit’... 
it blows you away,” said Mc- 
Master. "He's not just a fa- 
mous songwriter... he's the 
guy who was telling the 
Supremes to do the call/an- 
swer stuff. 

He was as excited as I 
was... it was wild. He's re- 
ally invested in it, (and) it 
really has fueled me to vali- 
date my journey and the 
path my career took.” 

The show, which will in- 


clude a screening of the doc- 
umentary, aims to evoke 
nostalgia and emotion from 
the audience - along with a 
special sneak peek at Mc- 
Master’s new project, 
“Songs of Smokey”, a tribute 
album for beloved Motown 
artist Smokey Robinson, 
which will be released digi- 
tally on Feb. 7. 

The album, which is timed 
to coincide with the celebra- 
tion of Robinson’s 6oth an- 


niversary in the music in- 
dustry, features reimagin- 
ings of his classic hits such 
as “The Way You Do The 
Things You Do” and “Ooo 
Baby Baby”, and will receive 
a special preview at the Jan. 
28 performance by McMas- 
ter and a full band. 

For more information or 
to purchase tickets, visit the 
event page at livingartscen- 
tre.ca/theatre-perfor- 
mances/luke-mcmaster. 


PDN January 13, 2020_Layout 1 1/16/2020 9:17 AM Page 19 


Caledon Rings in New Decade at Winterfest 


It was a banner celebration, as hundreds of 
residents descended on the Mississauga Civic 
Centre Sunday afternoon for the 2020 New 
Year’s Levee. 

Mississauga Mayor Bonnie Crombie, coun- 
cillors, local MPPs and city representatives 
greeted the public and wished them well for 
the new year, and held photo opportunities 
before a public skate nearby in Celebration 
Square. 

An annual tradition in the city, the New 
Year’s Levee gives members of the public 
unique access to speak with their elected rep- 
resentatives about the issues that face the 
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city, as well as learn about city council’s 
plans for the coming year and a photo oppor- 
tunity with Mayor Crombie. 

Attendees at the event also enjoyed a selec- 
tion of activities and special remarks. Youth 
Poet Laureate Pujita Verma and Poet Laure- 
ate Paul Edward Costa spoke at the event, 
while guests enjoyed refreshments, pastries, 
an information fair and children’s activities 
afterwards in the Great Hall, located on the 
ground floor of the Civic Centre. 

Guests also enjoyed entertainment by Rap- 
tors 905’s very own DJ Andre 905 as they 
skated in the Square. 


oe 
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The Mayor’s Levee is a tradition that dates 
back to the 17th century, during the reign of 
King Louis XIV. To show the monarch be- 
longed to the people, the King would invite 
gentlemen to his bedroom on New Year’s Day 
to watch him wake up and begin serving the 
public. The Royal Governor of New France 
later brought this custom to Canada where it 
continues to be a new year’s tradition. 

Over the years, thousands of residents and 
their families have welcomed the opportunity 
to meet their Mayor and Members of Council 
in person. 

(Staff Photos) 
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Health and Wellness - Channeling Life’s Energy 


by Elizabeth Banfalvi 


Everything that exists 
contains energy. We pro- 
duce it constantly through 
our words, thoughts, move- 
ments or actions. 

So, what do you want in 
your life —- create the energy 
that takes you where you 
want to be! 

Your words are so impor- 
tant. Do you ever listen to 
how you express yourself? 
You should because that 
says a lot about you. I al- 
ways Say the words - could, 
should, would - are very 
deflating. 

Could - I could do this, 
but not sure! Should - I 
should do this, and I will 
when I’m ready! Would - I 
would do this, but I don’t 
have the time or energy for 
it! How often do you use 
those words and what do 
they mean to you? 

Your thoughts create how 
you live your life. Listen to 
them and understand that 
you can change your life 
starting with your 
thoughts. If you think you 
are a failure, you will be 
guaranteed to be one. 

If you see success in 
everything you do, then it 
will lead you to more suc- 
cess. Failure is just a chance 
of doing it over again and 


succeed or do it differently 
and open a whole new op- 
portunity for success. Not 
everything can be guaran- 
teed to come out the same, 
so enjoy the opportunity to 
learn something new. 

Movement also draws you 
to what you want to have in 
your life. The more you 
choose how you interact 
with your feelings or others 
is what will develop in your 
life. Where do you want to 
be? 

Find a direction or a way 
of feeling what you want. 
Move towards it. It might 
not be quick or speedy or 
even constant but make a 
pack with yourself that 
movement is what you 
need. 

Check things out or just 
experience new _ things 
which interest you. Not 
everything will turn out like 
you thought or maybe it 
will turn out better. 

Action is also important. 
If you find that something 
isn’t working for you, then 
change it. 

I spoke of my young 
grandson and his hockey in 
a previous column. He was 
going through a goal scor- 
ing drought And was very 
sad about it. He always 


scored. So, I asked him, 
“What changed?” Did he 
have a growth spurt or was 
he holding his stick wrong, 
etc. 

It caught him off guard, 
but the next time he got on 
the ice, I saw him checking 
things out and trying differ- 
ent things. It wasn’t long 
before he was scoring again 
and happy but he always re- 
membered to adjust when 
things weren’t going well. 

Not everything will go 
well for us, but adjust and 
do a re-action to change 
how things develop. 
Changes are how we learn 
to adjust and re-do. It is 
natural. 

So, what do you want in 
your life? Which direction 
do you want to go? As we 
age, we also change. We see 
things differently and we 
can enjoy a different per- 
spective. We can look back 
and see our past differently. 
Our past is there to teach us 
where we have been. 

We aren’t necessarily 
there anymore, but it gave 
us the experience to learn. 
Now we can develop our 
present and lives differ- 
ently. We aren’t in the past 
anymore or shouldn’t be be- 
cause that is done. Today is 


the “present”, and that is 
what we can change. 

Are there people who in 
the past pushed you relent- 
lessly? I remember one 
young man who was very 
successful, who spoke of a 
terrible uncle who pushed 
him and never relented. 

We were at a workshop to 
discover our future hopes. 
We were told to write down 
the name of a person in our 
past who had the most in- 
fluence on us. The young 
man said it definitely 
wasn’t his uncle. 

I asked him if he would 
have been this successful if 
his uncle hadn’t pushed him 
so hard. He was quietly 
thinking and finally said no. 
Well, then I told him that 
his uncle was the most in- 
fluential person in his past 
even though he didn’t like 
him. Then I asked him what 
kind of past his uncle had 
growing up. 

He thought about it and 
said, “Very hard.” So, I said 
maybe he didn’t want him 
to have the same outcome 
as he did and that is why he 
pushed him so hard. 

The young man was quiet 
the rest of the workshop. 
He came and spoke to me 
after and thanked me. All I 


did was help him under- 
stand his uncle. 

Life is energy. It is what 
motivates us to do. What to 
do? Think and discover 
what is out there for each of 


us. Nothing is a failure if 
you learn from it. 

Adjust and keep going. 
Develop the energy you 
want in your life. It is never 
too late. 


Juried art show kicks off with stylish launch event 


by Alex Gregory 


The Art Gallery of Mis- 
sissauga (AGM) is the 
place to be this evening, 
as a long-running fine 
arts show will kick off a 
two-month celebration 
of collaborative energy 
and interactive art witha 
stylish launch party. 

AO emerging and estab- 
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lished artists throughout 
the city will showcase a 
variety of unique and in- 
spired art pieces tonight, 
as Visual Arts Missis- 
sauga kicks off the 42nd 
annual Juried Show of 
Fine Arts with an open- 
ing reception and awards 
presentation. 


Visual Arts Mississauga 
(VAM) will kick off its 
42nd annual Juried Show 
of Fine Arts next year 
with a mix of eclectic art- 
work from over 40 new 
and established artists. 

The show, which runs 
through Mar. 14, will see 
works from a variety of 


¥ 


artists displayed at the 
AGM for public review 
and discussion, along 
with a number of 


artist-oriented activities 
and presentations held 
throughout the show. 
Artists throughout On- 
tario have participated in 
the annual show, and this 


"Ey 


year is no exception, 
with a variety of creators 
set to display their 
pieces, including Peter 


Adams, Khadija Aziz, 
Kaitlin Brough, Carol 
Cheong, Pat 
Dumas-Hudecki, Eliza- 
beth Elkin, Fiona 


Freemark, Stuart God- 
frey, Sara Heinonen, Lisa 
Jayne Irvine, Gustavo 
Jabbaz, Mihyun Maria 
Kim and many more. 
The annual _— show, 
which has run continu- 
ously since 1978, gives 
visitors to the gallery the 
chance to see some of the 
best creations in the city 
- and gives emerging 
artists the opportunity to 
display their best work to 
the public. Works chosen 
for the show are picked 
by a panel of top artists 
and professionals in Mis- 
sissauga, and the se- 
lected works have been 
displayed in the gallery 
for the last 31 years. 
Submissions picked for 


the show are judged ona 
variety of factors, includ- 
ing technical skill, com- 
petency, merit and 
uniqueness. In total, 214 
submissions were judged 
by the show panel, nar- 
rowed down to a final se- 
lection of 40 pieces. 

The art show kicks off 
tonight with the opening 
reception and awards 
presentation, which runs 
from 6 - 8 p.m. in the 
AGM, located on the 
ground floor of the Mis- 
sissauga Civic Centre 
(300 City Centre Drive). 

On Saturday, Feb. 15, 
Jury member Fausta Fac- 
ciponte will discuss the 
process used to select the 
works for the show, and 
showcase various art 
pieces, during a special 
event that runs from 1 - 3 
p.m. 

Admission is free for 
both events. For more in- 
formation, visit the art 
show website at visu- 
alartsmississauga.com. 
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Community volunteer honoured 
as local champion 


A noted community vol- 
unteer and former execu- 


tive director of the 
Clarkson Business Im- 
provement Association 


(BIA) has passed away at 
the age of 67. 

Lynn Still, who served 
with the Clarkson BIA 
board of directors from 
2014 - 2019, passed away 
peacefully on Jan. 9 at 
home, surrounded by her 
family. 

Still, who was born on 


Dec. 29, 1953 in London, 
England, was a successful 
real estate broker, volun- 
teer and community leader 
who donated her time to 
numerous causes through- 
out the local area, serving 
with multiple community 
and sports organizations 
including the Clarkson 
Hockey Association, Clark- 
son Scouts, The Compass 
Food Bank, Whiteoaks 
Lorne Park Community As- 
sociation and many others. 


Still’s leadership and vi- 
sion were also significant 
to the growth of the Clark- 
son BIA, as she invested 
countless hours in the pro- 
motion of Clarkson Busi- 
nesses and the 
development of Clarkson 
Village events. She was 
also the development of the 
Clarkson Village Live event 
which began with the 
Canada 150 celebration as 
she championed the show- 
casing of local musical tal- 
ent and Clarkson 
businesses. 

“Her positive attitude 
and willing spirit have 
been highly valued,” the 
Clarkson BIA wrote in a 
post last week. “We are 
deeply grateful for Lynn’s 
leadership in our village.” 

In lieu of flowers, dona- 
tions can be made to Well- 
spring Birmingham Gilgan 
House or the Odette Cancer 
Centre at Sunnybrook. 

ACelebration of Life 
Service will be held this af- 
ternoon (Jan. 16) at 12:30 
p-m. at Clarkson Commu- 
nity Church, located at 
1880 Lakeshore Road. 
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' Representatives from 
Scotiabank provided a 
very special donation to 
Caledon Community 
Services earlier this 
month, in recognition of 
their 2019 fundraising 
gala. 

The banking provider 
made a $3,000 donation 
to match funds for the 
22nd annual “Home for 
the Holidays”, which sup- 
ports the positive im- 


> 805-584-2399 


pacts the organization 
provides to residents of 
every age all across Cale- 
don 

Proceeds from the event 
directly support the pro- 
grams, services and ac- 
tivities that feed the 
hungry, ensure senior in- 
dependence, help people 
find sustainable employ- 
ment, assist businesses 
grow healthy workforces, 
provide transportation, 


encourage and_ train 
youth, welcome newcom- 
ers, lift the self-esteem of 
hundreds of children by 
providing tangible sup- 
ports including organized 
recreational and camp 
opportunities. “Your sup- 
port has helped change 
the lives of the most vul- 
nerable members of our 
community,” the organi- 
zation said last week. 
(Submitted) 


Final shortlist announced for prestigious literary prize 


by Alex Gregory 


The #MeToo movement, 
missing Indigenous women 
and an annoying bug are 
some of the subjects cov- 
ered in several ground- 
breaking books picked for 
the 20th and final install- 
ment of a long-running lit- 
erary prize. 

The five shortlisted final- 
ists for the 20th - and final 
- RBC Taylor Prize were an- 
nounced last week at a star- 
studded press conference in 
downtown Toronto. 

Representatives from the 
RBC Taylor Prize Founda- 
tion, special juror and ac- 
claimed author Margaret 
Atwood and members of 
Canada’s literary commu- 
nity were on-hand to cele- 
brate the announcement, 
which include several 
prominent non-fiction 
books written within the 
last year. 

“We're grateful to readers 
who’ve embraced the (non- 
fiction) genre,” Foundation 
chair Noreen Taylor told the 
crowd before announcing 
the five finalists, which in- 
clude Mark Bourrie’s Bush 
Runner: The Adventures of 
Pierre-Esprit Radisson, 
Robyn Doolittle’s Had It 
Coming: What’s Fair in the 
Age of #MeToo?, Jessica Mc- 
Diarmid’s Highway of Tears: 


A True Story of Racism, In- 
difference and the Pursuit of 
Justice for Missing and Mur- 
dered Indigenous Women 
and Girls, Ziya Tong’s The 
Reality Bubble: Blind Spots, 
Hidden Truths and the Dan- 
gerous Illusions that Shape 
Our World and Timothy 
Winegard’s The Mosquito: A 
Human History of Our 
Deadliest Predator. 

The five finalists were 
picked after a record 155 
books were submitted for 
this year’s contest. In her 
remarks, Atwood said that 
it was a very difficult deci- 
sion to pick from highly-di- 
verse subject matter. 

“There was much deliber- 
ating... it will be hardest of 
all to pick the winner,” she 
said. 

The decision to make this 
year’s event the final install- 
ment was made because the 
field of non-fiction books in 
the country has greatly ex- 
panded since the prize’s in- 
ception, said Taylor, and 
that every goal the Founda- 
tion wanted to accomplish 
had been fulfilled. 

Her thoughts were shared 
by RBC PH&N Investment 
Counsel president Vijay Par- 
mar, who congratulated the 
Foundation for their years 
of support for the non-fic- 


tion literary community and 
thanked Taylor for being the 
“driving force” for the 
prize, which was created 
after her husband Charles 
Taylor’s passing in 1997. 
“This has been an incredible 
journey for all of us,” Par- 
mar said. 

Speaking after the event, 
a hopeful Atwood told Peel 
Weekly News that if this is 
the last year for the presti- 
gious prize, she “hopes 
something will take its 
place.” 

The prize winner will be 
revealed at a gala luncheon 
that will be held on Monday, 
Mar. 2 at the Omni King Ed- 
ward Hotel in Toronto, with 
the winner receiving 
$25,000 and the finalists re- 
ceiving $5,000. 

A number of public events 
will also be held to support 
the authors, including a free 
roundtable discussion that 
will be hosted at the Har- 
bourfront Centre’s Lakeside 
Terrace on Thursday, Feb. 
27, along with an author’s 
brunch that will be hosted 
by Ben McNally Books on 
Sunday, Mar. 1. 

For more information, 
visit the prize website at 
rbctaylorprize.com. 


Margaret Atwood, Charles Taylor 
Foundation chair Noreen Taylor and 
RBC PHE&N president Vijay/Parmar 
introduce the shortlist finalists for 
the 20th (and final) RBC Taylor Prize 


literary award, at a press confer- 
ence held on Jan. 8 at the Omni 


King Edward Hotel in Toronto. (PWN 


Staff Photo) 
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LAUNCHING TECH CAREERS, 
TRANSFORMING LIVES. 


ly. Train. 


Monday to Friday - January 20 - May 1, 2020 
Locations: Mississauga, Markham, Toronto 


Contact Sheryll Smith - 647-689-5850 ext 107 
WWW. npowercanada.ca/youth 


A Mississauga family 
welcomed a new baby 


boy to ring in the new 


year - and a new decade! 


The first baby boy of 


2020 was born 50 sec- 


onds after 12 a.m. at 


Credit Valley Hospital. 
The staff at Credit Val- 
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Peel welcomes first baby of 2020 


ley were honoured to de- 
liver Aryan, its first baby 
of 2020, to proud mom 
Anu and dad Simran. 

The baby boy couldn’t 
wait to meet his parents 
and arrived just 50 sec- 
onds after 12 a.m. on 
New Year's Day, weigh- 
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ing eight pounds, two 
ounces. 

The baby and mom are 
healthy and doing well. 
Congratulations to the 
Walia family! 


(Photo Courtesy of Tril- 
lium Health Partners) 
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Global roots ensemble set to “string” at upcoming show 


A highly-acclaimed Cana- 
dian folk band will bring 
their signature blend of 
Canadian folk music to the 
Living Arts Centre in Missis- 
sauga next month. 

Three-time Juno Award 
nominees and three-time 
Canadian Folk Music Award 
winners Sultans of String 
will bring their global roots 
ensemble to the LAC on Sat- 
urday, Feb. 8 for a one-night 
only collaboration with the 
Mississauga Symphony Or- 
chestra, conducted by Maes- 
tro Denis Mastromonaco! 

Since forming over a 
decade ago, the group’s 
music has received world- 
wide success, including a #6 
hit on Billboard’s world 
music charts, Top 10 na- 
tional radio charts across 
Canada, multiple awards 
and accolades and a Queen’s 
Diamond Jubilee Medal for 
bandleader Chris McKhool. 

They have also _ per- 
formed/recorded with such 
luminaries as The Chief- 
tains, Alex Cuba, Sweet 
Honey in The Rock, and 
Ruben Blades. 

McKhool and the group re- 
cently sat down to discuss 
their influences and musical 
direction: 


Q) How do you go about 
melding so many different 
styles into your music? 


McKhool) Everyone comes 
to the band with such a rich 
background. A lot of the suc- 
cess actually comes from 
trial and error. 

When we’re writing songs, 
often about different sub- 
jects and themes, or about 
the places we’ve been, we'll 
try and frame a song and see 
which style suits the song 
the best. Drew Birston, our 
bass player, comes from 
both the pop world, and 
Kevin Laliberte, our gui- 
tarist, spent five years trav- 
elling around the globe 
performing with Jesse Cook, 
perfecting his Rumba Fla- 
menca rhythm. 

Rosendo ‘Chendy’ Leon, 
our percussionist originally 
from Cuba, brings a whole 
slew of world instruments 
to the group. I spent a few 
years performing with a 
Gypsy-jazz band called Club 
Django, as well as being in- 
fluenced by Celtic fiddling 
and Arabic music from my 
ancestral homeland of 
Lebanon. When we’re writ- 
ing songs, we throw all our 
influences into a musical 
blender and hit puree. 


Q) Are you constantly 
seeking out new styles of 
music to bring to your eclec- 
tic sound? 

McKhool) Definitely! One 
of the best things about this 


band is its openness to 
learning from others, and 
every time we record or per- 
form with a special guest, it 
brings a lot to the music 
we're creating. 

We just released a holiday 
album, Christmas Caravan, 
that is completely world- 
music inspired. One of the 
tracks that exemplifies that 
is Turkish Greensleeves 
which we recorded with 
Turkish Roma violin collec- 
tive. 


Q) Chris, you grew up ina 
Lebanese-Egyptian house- 
hold. How did that shape 
your music to come? 

McKhool) Growing up, I 
listened to a few Arabic 
music albums from my fam- 
ily’s record collection. My 
mom was also a_ piano 
teacher and we had a steady 
stream of neighbourhood 
children coming in to the 
house for lessons. So I was 
exposed to music all of the 
time. About 10-15 years ago 
I wanted to explore more of 
my roots and went to an 
Arabic music retreat in Mas- 
sachusetts and __ started 
learning more about how to 
play some of the Arabic mo- 
tifs. I continued to dive more 
into this music and integrate 
it into the sound of our 
band. 


Q) Do you still see a 
healthy number of musical 
avenues out there for you 
and the band to explore and 
incorporate into Sultans of 
String? 

McKhool) I often find my- 
self up at night, not being 
able to sleep, thinking of all 
the possibilities with this 
band. We even recorded a 
world music inspired holi- 
day album where we had the 
joy of working with a whole 
slew of amazing guest 
singers. That was a 


real treat, since 
we’re an instrumen- 
tal band. 


Q) Culturally 
speaking, what kind 
of message are you 
hoping to convey 
with your. chart- 
topping tunes? 

McKhool) In a 
way, we are trying 
to emulate a model 
for world peace... 
because we have 
many musical 
worlds coming to- 
gether, and some- 


times they 
understand each 
other and some- 


times they don't. 
And that's part of 
the artistic process 
too. 


Even more so 


oe 


when we're combining these 
seemingly disparate music 
styles. And yet there's 
enough common ground to 
create something new and 
something exciting that 
hopefully hasn't been said 
before. 

That's kind of the Cana- 
dian ideal of multicultural- 
ism, the sense of the mosaic. 
You look up at a stained 
glass window of a church, 
and you see all those beauti- 
ful colours and they all come 


together to make one beau- 
tiful image. 

And that's what we're try- 
ing to do, sort of on a daily 
basis in our lives and with 
our music. 


Tickets for the concert, 
which runs on Feb. 8 begin- 
ning at 8 p.m., are $45-65. 

For more information or 
to purchase tickets, visit 
mississaugasymphony.ca/co 
ncerts/sultans-of-string- 
with-the-mso. 


Coming soon 
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